
December 2022 Update 
 
Aloha Aquaculture Collaborative members, 
 
Here is your end-of-year call to action to strengthen and grow aquaculture in Hawaiʻi: 
 
Increasing Government Support for Hawaiʻi Aquaculture 

• Register for the 2023 Hawaiʻi Food System Summit on January 11-12 at UH West Oahu where 
stakeholders and legislators will prioritize key public policies for advocacy and implementation for 
the upcoming legislative session. Industry attendance is needed to ensure that aquaculture is 
represented and aligned in these policies. Neighbor island travel scholarships are available. 

• Be ready to support Policies and Long Term Support Needed for the Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Industry 
in the 2023 Legislative Session, New Biennium, and Beyond, developed through collaboration 
with industry leaders and legislators. Special mahalo to Senator Dela Cruz and his Senate Ways 
and Means staff for their support. 

 
Workforce Development 
Contact Annie Rosa if you are interested in hosting aquaculture interns. We are currently writing an 
aquaculture workforce development grant focused on internships and building an aquaculture talent 
pipeline. 
 
Technology & Research 
Attend: What would it cost to produce aquaculture feed using local ingredients in Hawaiʻi? 
Wednesday, December 14 @ noon via Zoom or in the NELHA Open Ocean Conference Room 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81421646067 
 
Funding Opportunities 

• HTDC’s Manufacturing Assistance Program Grant offers grant funding of up to a 20% 
reimbursement, not to exceed $100,000, on manufacturing equipment purchases, training, 
energy efficiency projects, and feasibility studies. Deadline is 12/23/22. 

• The Hawaiʻi Sea Grant RFP supports up to $50,000 plus $42,000 to support a graduate student 
per year for a two-year funding request for a multidisciplinary, integrated program of applied 
research, outreach, and education addressing marine and coastal issues of public concern. Due 
1/10/23. 

• Prepare your proposals now for Hawaiʻi State Grant-in-Aid. The RFP is expected in December 
2022 and due in January 2023. The application will be similar to previous proposals. For-profits 
and nonprofits are eligible to apply. 

 
Fall 2022 Progress 

Hawaiʻi Aquaculture 
2023 Policy and 

Legislative Agenda created 

102 stakeholders attended 

three Tech & Research problem 
solving sessions 

70+ aquaculture jobs 

posted at hiaquacollab.org 

 
Fall 2022 Tech & Research Brown Bags (see the Actions page of hiaquacollab.org for slides, recordings, 
and more past sessions) 
Nov 2022: What’s next for aquaculture permitting in Federal waters? 
Oct 2022: Manufacturing aquafeeds in Hawaiʻi – is it feasible? 
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Sep 2022: Charting a responsible path forward for US offshore aquaculture 
Coming up on Jan 18, 2023: How can aquaculture projects get funded? 
 
Steering Committee Transitions 
A big MAHALO to Gerry Cysewski for serving on our steering committee and his valuable guidance in 
2021-2022. We welcome two new steering committee members: Jen Johansen, VP Quality, Regulatory 
and Government Affairs for Cyanotech; and Dick Jones, CEO of Blue Ocean Mariculture. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and partnership! Please let us know what questions you have and how the 
Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Collaborative can help advance your work. 
 
Mahalo and happy holidays, 
Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Collaborative Steering Committee 
Brenda Asuncion, KUA 
Jason Brand, Kunia Country Farms 
Jen Johansen, Cyanotech 
Crystal Johnson, HATCH 
Dick Jones, Blue Ocean Mariculture 
Anthony Mau, KualoaGrown & Kupu Place 
Neil Sims, Ocean Era 
Ron Weidenbach, Hawaiʻi Fish Company & HAAA 
Jim Wyban, Marine Genetics 
 
UH Sea Grant Convening Team 
Kai Fox 
Cherie Kauahi 
Darren Okimoto 
Annie Rosa 
Jean Schneider 
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