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Today’s agenda

● Offshore Aquaculture Management Overview
● Next steps
● Questions
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Offshore Aquaculture 
Management  

overview
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What’s the Pacific Islands Region?

● Federal waters (~3-200 nautical miles 
offshore)
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Current permitting for offshore 
aquaculture in the Pacific Islands Region

• No NMFS permit needed 
for most aquaculture

• Confusing patchwork of 
other permits needed



History and timeline for the program

2009: Council first recommends aquaculture program 

2016: Scoping - 6 listening sessions throughout region

2021: DPEIS out for public comment 

2022: Final PEIS Publication

2022-2023: Council developing FEP amendments to allow aquaculture 
management program

2022-2024: Aquaculture management program developed with Council, 
further environmental analysis and public input
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Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS): purpose and need

• Identify elements of a 
responsible management 
program

• Provide a foundational 
environmental and 
socioeconomic analysis for a 
potential management 
program
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Pacific Islands Region aquaculture 
management features

Comprehensive Management Program General Application Requirements

Permit needed for Culture and Harvest Application and Review Process

Permit Eligibility and Transfer Siting Restrictions

Commercial Permit (up to 20 years) Allowable Systems and Technologies

Research Permit (up to 10 years) Allowable Species

Dealer Permit Recordkeeping and Reporting

Program Capacity
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Next Steps
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Let’s hear from you!

• What would you like to 
see (or not see) in a 
management program?

• More opportunities for 
formal public comment on 
the horizon
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Questions



tori.spence@noaa.gov

NOAA Fisheries Pacific Islands Regional Office

fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture

Mahalo!

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/aquaculture

