
Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Collaborative 
Joint Working Group Meeting: Increasing Government Support & 
Communications/Marketing 
March 8, 2022 2:00-3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 
Summary 
Twenty-five aquaculture industry leaders and support partners convened to develop: 
Communication -- 

• What do we want to convey about Hawaiʻi aquaculture? 

• What does the industry need from policymakers? 
Next Steps – 

• How do we engage with legislators? 
 
Collaborative discussions resulted in this close-to-final messaging. Thank you for your valuable 
input! We attempted to take everyone’s feedback into consideration, compromised where possible, 
reduced the number of words, and eliminated technical terms.  
 
Action Requested 
By April 6th please review and submit your final comments onto the close-to-final messaging 
document or email isip@hawaii.edu. 
 
Next Steps 
 

✓ Some of the messaging was used in the aquaculture episode of Taste Our Love for Hawaiʻi, 
which was filmed on March 21, 2022 and is expected to air sometime in May/summer 2022. 

• The final messaging will be formatted into an attachment with links, a hard copy for 

distribution, and posted on the Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Collaborative website which is in 
development. 

• Plan the Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Eat Think Drink event, the purpose of which will be to raise 

awareness of aquaculture in Hawaiʻi and feature local aquaculture products. Eat Think Drink 

will feature a panel of speakers, followed by a dining event focused on Hawaiʻi aquaculture 
products. Legislators, aquaculture partners, and other stakeholders will be invited. The event 
is being planned for summer 2022. 

 
MAHALO Meeting Attendees! 
Amanda Lowrey – DOH 
Brian Koval – Hawaiian Shellfish Hatchery 
Cecilia Viljoen – Big Island Abalone 
Crystal Johnson – HATCH 
David Cohen – DAR 
Dylan Howell – HATCH 
Gerry Cysewski – Cyanotech 
Greg Barbour – NELHA 
Javier Mollinedo – UH Maui College 
Jim Wyban – Marine Genetics 
Joan Salwen – Blue Ocean Barns 
John Corbin – Aquaculture Planning & Advocacy 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UuvOkccbnl8U1nH_0cLTVd9uRyaMSp3J/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104618157540889224663&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:close-to-final%20messaging
mailto:isip@hawaii.edu


Karlotta Rieve - HATCH 
Keoni Fernandez – Makaha Studios 
Kylie Tuitavuki – Symbrosia 
Maria Haws – UH Hilo 
Neil Sims – Ocean Era 
Nicolette van der Lee – UH Maui College 
Oscar Hennig – Benchmark Genetics 

Rachel Solemsaas – Hawaiʻi Community College 

Ron Weidenbach – Hawaiʻi Fish Company/HAAA 
Steve Arce – Kona Bay Shrimp 
Tori Spence McConnell – NOAA 
Vernon Sato – Phytoplankton Technologies 
Wendy Suite – Makaha Studios 
 
Thank you once again for your leadership and partnership, and please let us know what questions 
you have. Mahalo! 
 

Hawaiʻi Sea Grant Convening Team 
Kai Fox 
Cherie Kauahi 
Darren Okimoto 
Jean Schneider 
 

 
 
 


