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Increasing Government Support Working Group 

Hawaiʻi Aquaculture Collaborative 
December 7, 2021 via Zoom 

 
Twenty-three aquaculture stakeholders attended the Increasing Government Support Working 
Group meeting on December 7, 2021.  
 
Purpose: 
Hear from support partners (government agencies, supporting orgs, education) to understand 
current and planned initiatives on increasing government support for aquaculture. 
 
Industry Perspectives from the 11/2021 launch guided today’s agenda: 
 

 
 
Two main topics were discussed: 

• Increasing government support through legislative action 

• Permitting 
 

Increasing Government Support through Legislative Action 

Ron Weidenbach, HAAA & Hawaiʻi Fish Company 

• What does industry need to do to gain support from legislators? 

• How can industry work with agency partners to gain support from legislators? 
 

About 10 years ago, DBEDT developed a Hawaiʻi State plan: Increased Food Security and Food 
Self-Sufficiency Strategy outlining actions needed to build the agriculture industry. There has since 
been a few efforts such as doubling local food production by 2020/2030, but really not any 

concerted support by the legislature. A recent Civil Beat article, Can Hawaiʻi Agriculture Get Back 
Its Political Clout, discusses important issues and agriculture’s lack of political power and interest 
from legislators. 
 

https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/spb/INCREASED_FOOD_SECURITY_AND_FOOD_SELF_SUFFICIENCY_STRATEGY.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/spb/INCREASED_FOOD_SECURITY_AND_FOOD_SELF_SUFFICIENCY_STRATEGY.pdf
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/11/can-hawaii-agriculture-get-back-its-political-muscle/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/11/can-hawaii-agriculture-get-back-its-political-muscle/
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We need to figure out how to connect with legislators and how to align to their reelection 
campaigns. For example, a legislator in Waikiki indicated support for local agriculture not because 
there are farms in that district, but because constituents support the consumption of local food. 
There does seem to be broad community support for local food production and consumption. We 
need to communicate what aquaculture is, how it benefits the local economy, and possibly tie it into 
the tourism industry as a market. COVID has brought food security and supply chain disruptions 
into focus and there may now be an opportunity to push the legislature to take it seriously. Other 
supportive groups that we might be able to leverage include Sea Grant, CTHAR, and USDA.  
 
We need a clear message and unified voice to the legislature that the state will benefit from local 
aquaculture/agriculture. Perhaps create a video, offer farm visits, and impart how important it is to 
keep within our local economy rather than welcoming large national/international corporations to 
come in to farm. Potential champions are Representatives Tarnas and Matayoshi, and Senator Wakai 
and we need to increase that support. 
 

An aquaculture video is being produced in partnership with the Hawaiʻi Agricultural Foundation, 
part of which can be used to communicate with legislators. This will be discussed in the 
Communications/Marketing Working Group 
 
Streamlining Permitting 
 
Resources 
NOAA recently released (2021) state-by-state summaries of aquaculture leasing and permitting 
requirements for finfish, seaweed, and shellfish. Those resources in pdf and spreadsheet form can be 
found in this folder, along with the 2011 report, Permits and Regulatory Requirements for 

Aquaculture in Hawaiʻi.  
 
Industry Perspectives 
Four industry partners responded to a survey to understand which permits are challenging, what the 
issues are with the permit, and proposed solutions: 
 

Permit Agency Issue Proposed Solutions 

Special Activities Permit 

DAR 
Onerous process 
and long delays with 
approvals 

Increase staff and resources; 
streamline one agency to 
review with each of the 
respective branches housed to 
review and approve 

Urchin Brood Stock 
Collection & Ulva 
Proliferation Collection 
Letters 

Import Permits 
Plant 
Quarantine at 
DOA 

Special Coral Reef 
Ecosystem Fishing 
Permit 

NOAA 
SCREFP is not an 
aquaculture permit 

Offer an offshore aquaculture 
specific permit; NOAA should 
own the process and include 
other required permits 

 
  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c8GMUhCsmikrJeYSzR_R0jyiqicObNCv?usp=sharing
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Agency partners were invited to address: 

• What are current efforts to streamline permitting processes for aquaculture? 

• What kind of support does your agency need from industry to streamline permitting? 
 
Tori Spence – NOAA, Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, Sustainable Fisheries, Pacific Islands Region 
Regarding the SCREFP – agree that it was not designed for aquaculture and has been a driving 
factor in the development of a permitting program for offshore aquaculture in federal waters. A 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement is being drafted for public review. Once this is 
finalized it will go to the Fisheries Management Council to update the Fishery Ecosystem Plans. 
Currently, aquaculture is not expressly defined in those Plans, but the PEIS will allow for the 
development of amendments to build a comprehensive plan for aquaculture in our region. 
 
NOAA needs participation from industry to provide input into the PEIS and eventually the 
comprehensive plans. More info on the PEIS and potential future management program: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/potential-aquaculture-management-program-pacific-islands 
 
Tori invited members to reach out to her on an ad hoc basis with needs and feedback 
(tori.spence@noaa.gov). Additionally, NOAA has available funding to support aquaculture – more 
info coming in the Technology & Research Working Group. 
 
Two other ways that NOAA is being instructed to support aquaculture: 

• Executive Order for Promoting Seafood Competitiveness and Growth: NOAA is the lead 
agency for aquaculture in federal waters. 

• AQUAA Act: proposes NOAA be the lead agency/one stop shop for aquaculture. 
 
Question: How does NOAA and USDA overlap in the algae space? Tori will find out and get back 
to us. 
 
Amanda Lowrey – State Department of Health, Food Safety Specialist IV, Food Safety Branch, Environmental 
Health Services Division 
Streamlining process requires the foresight of someone who understands which direction the 
industry wants to go in. Food safety typically does not get involved with aquaculture farms – it is out 
of their jurisdiction. The edible bivalve industry is small and we need to do more testing on shellfish 
to increase safety. More lab staff is needed, as well as in the Department of Agriculture. 
 
Ryan Okano – Division of Aquatic Resources, Program Manager, Ecosystem Protection 
The issue with permitting delays at DAR is a capacity issue. DAR has one person who handles the 
aquaculture permit, the special activities permit, and the Papahānaumokuākea permit. In response to 
industry feedback, DAR requested another staff position for restorative aquaculture and fingerling 
production from the legislature in their upcoming budget. If the position is approved, it can also be 
focused on permitting. Industry can assist by supporting the position in the upcoming legislative 
session. 
 
Maria Haws – UH Hilo 
UH Hilo is the recipient of a USDA New Farmers and Ranchers grant. Its purpose is to develop 
training on how to navigate the permitting system. Rhiannon Chandler is leading this project.  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/potential-aquaculture-management-program-pacific-islands
mailto:tori.spence@noaa.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/12/2020-10315/promoting-american-seafood-competitiveness-and-economic-growth
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2021/10/wicker-schatz-rubio-introduce-aquaa-act-to-advance-american-aquaculture
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Rhiannon Chandler – Waiwai Ola Waterkeepers Hawaiian Islands 
Waterkeepers had a native oyster project to filter particulate matter. There were incredible challenges 
with permitting. It took 18 months to get the project permitted and unfortunately the project died in 
the process. There are deep capacity issues. How can we work toghter to tackle the issues from 
every level? They would like to facilitate intra- and inter-agency conversations about permitting 
overlaps/discrepancies. Also bring forward the most current applications and create a narrated 
version. Rhiannon will give some thought to how we might collaborate. 
 
Wally Ito, KUA Limu Hui 
This upcoming legislative session, the Limu Hui will be pushing the “Year of the Limu” with the 
governor’s office. Purpose: create awareness of limu, limu restoration, and planting efforts. The 
Limu Hui experienced challenges with permitting for offshore floating cages for limu. They stopped 
because of the roadblocks but plan to pick up that effort in the coming year. The issue is that it’s 
never been done before so the process is unknown. 
 
Discussion 

• The Collaborative’s process to bring stakeholders together is a good start. Let’s keep the 
momentum going. 

• Timing for the legislative session – it’s too late for specific bills but we might consider a 
concurrent resolution and put the aquaculture message forward in an election year. 

• We need more responses on the permitting survey. 

• Collaborate with the Waterkeepers. 
 
Proposed Next Steps for Increasing Government Support for Aquaculture 
 

1. Develop a unified message about aquaculture in Hawaiʻi to communicate with legislators 
and the general public: what aquaculture is and how it benefits the economy and community. 

 
2. Collaborate with the Waiwai Ola Waterkeepers and UH Hilo to support their efforts to 

facilitate inter- and intra-agency dialogue on permitting overlaps and misalignments and ease 
application processes. 
 

3. Increase the number of responses to our permitting survey to develop a more 
comprehensive list of permitting issues. 
 

4. Support DAR’s request for an additional staff in the upcoming legislative session. 
 

5. Support the Year of the Limu. 
 
Action Requested 

• Which next steps are you in favor of pursuing? (Select all that apply.) 

• Other ideas you may have for next steps. 
 
You may respond to isip@hawaii.edu or via this link. 
 
  

https://forms.gle/PCmRsy2AjksYFMd47
mailto:isip@hawaii.edu
https://forms.gle/yuNHQbLfq8tuvSst6
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Attendees for Increasing Government Support 
Industry Partners 

1. Brenda Asuncion – KUA 

2. Rosalyn Concepcion – Waikalua Loko Iʻa 
3. John Corbin – Aquaculture Planning & Advocacy 
4. Gerry Cysewski – Cyanotech 
5. Malia Heimuli – KUA 
6. Wally Ito - KUA 
7. Jen Johansen - Cyanotech 
8. Crystal Johnson – HATCH 
9. David Mowry - Pacific Hybreed & Pacific Planktonics 

10. Ron Weidenbach – Hawaiʻi Fish Company 
 
Support Partners 

11. Liz Akina – DOA, Aquaculture & Livestock Support Services 
12. Greg Barbour – NELHA 

13. Rhiannon Chandler – Water Keepers of Hawaiʻi 
14. David Cohen – DLNR, Division of Aquatic Resources 
15. Maria Haws – UH Hilo 
16. Todd Low – DOA, Aquaculture & Livestock Support Services 
17. Amanda Lowrey – DOH, Environmental Health Services, Food Safety Branch 
18. Duncan Moss – Oceanic Institute 
19. Shaun Moss – Oceanic Institute 
20. James Nakatani – DOA, Agribusiness Development Corp 
21. Ryan Okano – DLNR, Division of Aquatic Resources 
22. Laurence Sombardier – NELHA 
23. Tori Spence - NOAA 

 
UH Sea Grant Conveners 
Bradley Fox 
Cherie Kauahi 
Lisa Medeiros 
Darren Okimoto 
Kristin Pada 
Jean Schneider 
 
Link to Increasing Government Support PPT 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBg9QLhqfBhdpfeVTI3Z_em2EoovvaNv/view?usp=sharing

